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111111l11iw< I ii<• l"oll owing pasRD.gc, which probably explains the peculiar· 
i1•1 1 1·11111 l i l in 11 H in .l1il y and A 11g11 sL of Lh aLyear: "A litLle before Lhe rniddlr 
iii .I 1tl ,\ Kl 1·01 1g,nol'I hr r·ly winds were blowing between Jan Mayen and 
1:1·1•1•1il1111d n11d also nor'Lh of Icel and, while souLherly winds were p1·r
d111111111111I Ho1il Ii of Angmagssalik. These condiLion s have probably born 
1111 1 1·1111Ke ol' I ii i' gl'ra l. ar<'11rnulal ion of ice on Lhe norLhwest coasL of 
I 1:11 l1111d. " 

'l'li1 1HI' y1•n 1·s 1·p p1·rsrnL Lhc pr r·iod of Lhe mosL favourable ice con
dil i1111 H lrnow11 r,.orn l ('!'lnnd: in righL yea rs Lhc ice lay aL a great disLan<'<' 
l'n1111 1('1•111 111 1 nll 1.li r yea r· l'Ound, in one year ( l !H38) ice occurred along 
I Iii' \\ liolP 1101'1 Ii <·onsl during a shol'l, period, oLherwi se only small arras 
iii' 1111' 11111'1 Ii cnasL wpr·r in Louch wi lh Lhc icr for shorL prriods. Th<' 

11 •11 ''''K ""' i1·Ply ahs<•nt. frnrn I.h r rasL and so uLh coasLR. 
111 1111 y<'a 1· wiLlii11 I. Ir r pr,.i ocl I !lOO - ID 10 did t.he icr rrrnain 

11 1 11 di Kl 111l!'I' 1'1·0 1n l <0<•h111d ull Lhr yr:u· l'Ot111d. 
'l'lr1 • 111'l'i11d i1ll'l11il<'H Pight. A -years, hut. onr of Lhrrn, I 002, shows 

1111 • lri g-hl'sl possi hl 1• A va ltl!', a 11 a1·1·ow br lL o f icr r•r;whing Vrst.ma1111:1 

1•yj111· 1'111· II :·d 1111'1. pNioil. 1<'111'Lli e1·nHlrC' Len n -year·s nnd t.wo C-y<'H l'fi. 
I 11 I I 11' I Ir i I' ii I H' I' i o ii I K H 0 !l !l I h (' <' o 1 l di Lin II s in I CC' I;\ n d W!' l'I' 

111111·11 HI'\ 111·1• I lr 1111 d111'irr g 1 llC' Lwo p<'l'iods ol' LIH' pr '<'K<' 11L c<• 11l.111·y j11 st. 
d1•1"\f' l'll11'd . 

'1'111• ,\'1'111' I HH I 111 11.v prnhnhl y hi' <' lr :11·11l" IPl'i:·H'd HK llH' Hl'Vl' l"l'KI ii'! ' 
~ 1'111' i11 l 1•1• l1111d 111'11>1· I HOO. AH 1'111'1,Y 11K .1 111111111·.v 1111' wlrolP 11 01·1 lr wl'K I , 
11111 I Ir , 1111d l'lll'll 1•1111 Hl.H \\ 1'1 '11 lil1lf'id•d IJ ,\ 11'1', w li i1·1i i:11 11dil i11 11 l11 1-1 l 1•d I 111 
1111 1 l11 ·~~ 11111111 g' 111' ~ I ll\ 111 \p 1' 1I 1111 1 11 •11 l11•g-11 11 111 Hpr•1 111d 111 1111 • H11 1ill1 
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Fig. 98. Cf. the text to F ig. 85. 
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Dec. 
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noasL and a fairly broad ice belL along the south coast as far as 

Hcykj anes. 
On considering the l ast sixty years, it will be seen Lhat the period 

I D20-39 includes 17 A-years, 3 B-years, 0 C-years, altogethrr 17 months with ire 
I D00- 19 - 8 - 10 - 2 - 4.8 
I HH0-99 - 2 - 12 - 6 - - G7 

This shows that despite all the variations in the individual years, 
n consLant improvement of the i ce conditions around Iceland has taken 
pl ace since the culmination of the heavy ice years at the beginning of the 
<'ighLies of the l ast cenLury, the breadth of the ice belt having constant ly 
dre rrased from Lhis time to the presenL. 

The lee between 65° N. lat. and Kap Farvel. 

AR sLaLed above, Lhe ice changes its character in the area between 
l1 ·P la11d and Lhe Angmagssalik disLricL. The chief cause of t his is that 
Klig lrl,l y norLh of ()5° N. laL. Lhe drift i ce meeLs the westward-moving 
I r111i11 gw C111·1·c11t., which forces Lhe norLh-i:;outh-moving Polar Current 
w<•sLwnJ'(I, and large ice masses melL where Lhc Lwo currenLs meeL. 

Tit<' (;1111' St.1·rn 111 iss11ns sornc few warm branches Lowards Lhe Polar 
( :111Tl ' lil 1 Hild !'HHL!'l' i .V wi 11d :-; IH'f:lll' ('H jlP<'in ll y ill 1'1•0 11[. ol' I.he rll al'gi11 
111' il1 •111·t 1HH iflllH Jllll Vi 11 g- 1101·1.h or· 1101·t.h!'HHl,w11 l'd H, lllll 11 01'1.h o l' l <:l'l:111d 
1111• tm 1dl iK l1 111'dly li'll l '!'ll iil<• \('1 ',Y 1'111• 111111 1111• i1•1• 111•11. 

S111il l1 111' lifi" N. 111 1. 1·1 111dili1111H Ill'(~ q11il11 d111'111 •1 111L. 11 1•11\,\' g-11 l1 •H, 

1ri'l1•11 lrl11 \\lilll 1'1 •11 111 11111 ~1 111111 1 11 111\' l'\'f'l l Ill 11111 \\'i11l1•1• L!il'I' 1111' 111 I I 
Lauge Koch (1945), Hlynur Sigtryggsson (1969)
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4. mynd. Ha/is i ndgrenni islands januar-juni 1950-'59. 5. mynd. Hafis i ndgrenni islands juU-desember 1950-'59. 
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